
 

 

 

Express It with Signs – On the Sign Language Poetry 

 

Sign languages are full-fledged natural languages with their own grammar and lexicon that 

use the visual-manual modality to convey meaning. They are created by d/Deaf communities and 

used in such communities all around the world. The natural sign language of culturally Deaf people 

fulfils not only the basic function of language – the communicative function; it is also an excellent 

tool of expression, used by the Deaf in the act of creating poetry in sign language. 

The presentation illuminates upon different kinds of sign language poetry with particular 

focus on numerical poetry, a subgenre of sign language poetry, in which the signs represent both 

the number and lexical items. Through double meaning, one can create a poem that will 

simultaneously represent the next numbers, from one to ten, along with the story being told. An 

example of numerical poetry in the Polish sign language is going to be shown during the 

presentation and analysed with focus on the most significant elements. 

 

References 

Demianiuk, M. & Korytkowska, M. (2018). Poezja migowa a poezja tekstowa – literaturoznawcze 

ujęcie problemu poezji Głuchych. In: M. Talipska (Ed.), Głusi mają głos (pp. 58–73). Warszawa: 

Instytut Polskiego Języka Migowego. 

Malmkjær, K. (2010). Sign language. In: K. Malmkjær (Ed.), The Linguistics Encyclopedia (pp. 480–

489). New York: Routledge. 

Morgan, G. & Woll, B. (2002). Introduction. In: G. Morgan & B. Woll (Eds.), Directions in Sign Language 

Acquisition (pp. XI–XX). Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

Rąbel, A. (2011). Poezja języka migowego jako czynnik kulturotwórczy. Investigationes Linguisticae, 

24. 143–150. 

Sutton-Spence, R. (2005). Analysing Sign Language Poetry. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Sutton-Spence, R. (2010). Spatial metaphor and expressions of identity in sign language poetry. 

Metaphorik.de, 19(2010), 47–86. 

Waląg, E. (2019). Literackie reprezentacje głuchoty. [PhD dissertation, Uniwersytet im. Adama 

Mickiewicza w Poznaniu]. Repository of Adam Mickiewicz University. 


